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GENDER BUDGETING - TRANSFORMATIVE TOOL
TO ACHIEVE GENDER EQUALITY

Budgets mirror political, social and economic
priorities. The budget is the most important economic
policy instrument and a powerful tool to transform
societies. How money is spent, and income generated,
tells us about the type of values our society is projecting.

At a time when public spending is being curtailed and
austerity measures are impacting disproportionately on
women'’s rights and gender equality, it is time to put in
place systematic gender budgeting as a tool for advancing
women'’s rights and equality between women and men. In
other words, gender budgeting is smart economics.

Gender budgeting is defined as the application of gender
mainstreaming in the budgetary process, which
increasingly more countries in Europe and around the
world are embarking on. There is no one-single model but
many ways in which it can be done.

What is the state of play with regards to gender budgeting
in Europe? What is the role as the critical voice of civil
society? How can the general public benefit from the
lessons learned in applying gender budgeting and what are
the lessons for public expenditure? Do women or men
benefit more from public spending and subsidies? Are
women and men affected differently by austerity
measures?These are some of the questions and issues
that will be explored at the side-event.

The event aims to demystify gender budgeting as an
effective transformative tool to ensure that public
spending is targeting gender equality outcomes, particulary
with regards to social protection, public services and
sustainable infrastructures.



